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 'WHEN: 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.. Tuesdays-

Saturdays through April 1,
WHERE: Melvin Henderson-Rubio

»Gallery, Hallie Ford Museum of Art,
700 State St., 'Salem

COST: $3, $2 for seniors and
students and free on
liesdays and for ages
younger than 12
CALL:(503) 370-6855
TUESDAYS THROUGH MARCH 24:
Gallery talks by Elizabeth
Garrison, education curator

or museum docents, 12:30
to1p.m., galleries

FEB. 23: Sandra Olsen,
-curator of anthropology at
he ‘Carnegie Museum of.
-Natural History in
Pittsburgh, discusses

. “Herders, Artisans,
hamans and Warriors,”
‘p.m., Paulus Lecture Hall,
College of Law;. 900 State
‘St Salem

; MARCH 9 Morris Rossabn
" professor of history, at the
" City University of New York,
“on“Mongol Khans and the
“Settled Civilization,” 7 p.m:,
-Paulus Lecture Hall, College
- of Law, 900 State St., Salem

nd Leopards and Bears; Oh My!,”

create sculptures and wearable art,
“rioon to 4'p.m., lobby, Hallie Ford
Museum of Art
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State’s top
authors
to read

at library

BY ANGELA YEAGER
Statesman Journal

Some of Oregon’s most well-
respected authors will give
readings Thursday at the Salem
Public Library.

All of the authors will read
passages from their current
books. After the readings, audi-
ence members will have a
chance to meet the authors at a
reception hosted by the Friends
of the Salem’ Public Library.
Refreshments will be served.

The authors were recognized
in 2005 by the Oregon Book
Awards.

Author tour

WHAT: Special reading and book
signing by authors recognized by
the 2005 Oregon Book Awards

WHEN: 7:30 p.m. Thursday

WHERE: SalemPublic Library, Loucks
Auditorium, 585 Liberty St. SE

COST: Free
CALL: (503) 588-6301

The authors are:

Kathleen Dean Moore,
winner in creative nonfiction
for “The Pine Island Paradox.”
The Corvallis author’s col-
lection of essays, i
is about her
adventures
exploring an
island  off the
coast of Alaska
and Canada .
where her family
vacations. Moore
is a professor of
philosophy at Ore-
gon State Universi-
ty and the founding director of
the Spring Creek Project for
ideas, nature and the written
word.

Michael Strelow, finalist in
fiction for “The Greening of Ben
Brown.” Strelow, who teaches

_ English at Willamette Universi-

f ty and has lived in Ore-

gon for 32 years, has
published poet-
ry and fiction in
literary maga-
zines. In “The
Greening of Ben
Brown,”  Strelow
tells the story of a
town and its mysteries
through  protagonist
Ben  Brown, who
becomes a citizen of East
Leven after he recovers from
being electrocuted. He didn’t
survive unscathed, however —
the accident turned him green.
He befriends 18-year-old Andrew
James, and they unearth a chem-
ical spill cover-up that forces the
town to choose sides.

Kassten Alonso, finalist in
fiction for “Core: A Romance.”
Alonso was born in Seattle and
lives in Portland. “Core” is his
first published novel and is told
from the narrator’s point of



Public Library.

All of the authors will read
passages from their current
books. After the readings, audi-
ence members will have a
chance to meet the authors at a
reception hosted by the Friends
of the Salem Public Library
Refreshments will be served.
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“If ‘you really look ‘at them:.
very carefully, Emw.wm. incredi-

bly detailed.”

These artworks mwmmw om a:

world ‘where the people were
mobile and their lives dominat-
ed by the animal world, with
antlered stags, wild boars, birds
of prey, horses, camels and deer.

“They definitely are . .a
portable art,” Olbrantz said.

“They are ‘pieces ‘which are: -

meant to be worn.” ,
The ancient, horse-riding n&.
tures of Mongolia‘and Central

Asia used the animal world for -
symbols toindicate tribe; social*

rank and conmections to'the
spirit world.

“There’s virtually'no Bmﬁ.m.i, )

”

tives,” Kawami said. “There are

some belt buckles that seem to

refer to legends long lost:

“The focus seems to be onthe:

animal, the animal as an avatar,
as a symbol.” :

The exhibit focuses on the
eastern or Asian steppes, from
snow-topped ‘mountain ranges
to deserts such as the Gobi msa
the Taklamakan. :

The parallels to early North
America are obvious. -

“The people who lived there
lived on the Asian grasslands;
which was very similar to-our
western mwmmmﬂwbmw ” Kawami
said.

“There was the'whole: ethos
of living in space and w,mﬁw:bm
freely.”

Still, these people, who lived
3,000 years -ago and encom-
passed different cultures and
traditions, offer something new
for us to learn.

“It’s a.culture (that) in the
West we know little about,”
Olbrantz said: “I think people
will be impressed by the sheer

@ﬁm:Q and beauty of the

pieces.”

“It just gives you a: Tittle light
on a part of: the world where
now what we’ve got is negative
views,” Kawami said. - ;

Little is known about the
craftsmen who created the work
from knives to funerary pieces,
since the works are unsigned
and the artists not remembered
in any formal way, she said.

Metal often was recycled and
thus hard to trace. -

“These were specialized arti-
sans,” Kawami said. “There’s

no question about that; some of -

the items were m@mo_&_Nmm lost
casts.”

goﬂm the Eﬁmw@wmﬁé mate-
rials ‘in the exhibit,
includes maps, text panels and
photomurals  of modern
nomads, is a list of the tech-
niques used: lost-wax casting,
indirect lost-wax, open BoE
and piece mold. L

Some works used separate
molded pieces, but the lost-wax

pieces were one-of-a-kind. The °

clay mold, which was formed
around a wax model and the

wax replaced with bronze, was

used only once. :

The people of the steppes
lived in portable, tentlike struc:
tures, traveling to specific
regions in a seasonal cycle to
provide grazing mOﬁ their live-
stock.

Women and men rode horses
and camels and wore sleeved
jackets, a garment they invent-
ed and still wear today.

“They invented what we wear
now, trousers and jackets,”
Kawami said.

“It’s cold up there on the
steppes.”

They crossed paths with-and
influenced the people of such
empires as China, Rome and
Greece.

mﬁwwm mi

.. Continued \SS, D

- ered. the nomads 'barbarians

i

.all because it’s needed.”

-different cultures,:

which .

“'shamans.

from Northern Hebei and.-
Western Liconing, China,
dates back to'the sixth and
fifth century B.C. ,

'The “Ancient Bronzes” exhib-
it shows the cross-pollination of
these cultures, as Chinese art
forms also were translated into
the nomadic culture, in‘items
such as cauldrons, more likely
used for ceremonial purposes
than for'cooking. ;
The Chinese tradition of the
dragon also was incorporatic,

but the nomadic art shows a.

A finial for.a funeral canopy, .

dragon beingattacked by other

animals; moBm.%Em the Chi-
nese rejected.

The: doBm&o., women- wore
long skirts and tall soft boots,

“but ‘they rode’ and’ carried

weapons like  the men and
played important social roles,

much in:contrast to the civi-:

lized, settled world that consid

and ' cast wormer - z HE,mon
roles.
::“m,w.os these vmo@ e:tha

said.
“It was wmmgmﬁms c% neces-
sity. You have to be able to Qo n

Their lifestyles Sncmsomm
art, legends'and myths among
as well mm
fueling their ownart.

If the nomads were wrongly
‘cast as barbarians; they didn’t-

write the books, .Em,_Emonmm,
Kawami said: “The people who

write' the books mgmamb%éE\

theday” =

Oneof the &,mﬁmﬁm Sso:mm_
" on in this exhibit is the spiritu-
‘the .,.@H.mn&om SOk

al  world;:

- The "shaman was a special
person, either male or female,

who linked the real, mundane
‘world to the supernatural. .
. Shamans: are identified in

this. exhibit by their burial

goods; such as bells, jingles, rat- -

¢

tles and small spoons, used to
grind, measure msa.,,,ﬁmumsmm
sacred herbs.’

Although Bmﬂ%..om Em art
forms represented here still
survive today in @ different
steppe cultures, bronze ' has
been replaced by plastic. .

“We have lost most of ‘their

. textile art,” Kawami said. “We

know they ihvented felting.
“The precious metal of value
has shifted from bronze to jew-
elry.
 “The arts of these people are
still .generally ‘personal arts.
You. can carry your identity
with you.” :
Kawami 'said among her
favorite pieces in the exhibit
are the figures of red-eared

,mamw smsmHHw..“owmmﬁmg_ mm\ mﬁﬂmw.,

ary pieces.

“There also are small,

ship.
,:Huwogzw every case has one
favorite in it,” she said.

“Ancient Bronzes of - the -
“Asian Grasslands,” drawn from
a 'much Jarger collection, has .

been on tour since 2002, visiting

Athens, Greece; Prague in the

Czech 'Republic; Hildesheim,

Germany; m.o.,nu,m? Poland; and

Pittsburgh. =

After m&oE,..,Em exhibit sE
go on to Calgary, Alberta; Victo-
ria, British Columbia; Santa Fe,

N.M.; and museums in Ten-

nessee and Massachusetts.

The fact that such rare and
valuable  items came to
Salem: is a tribute to
Olbrantz’s, connections
and ‘the quality of the
Hallie Ford, Kawami
.said.

“Tt’s because the director and

. ‘ ~ TIMOTHY J. GONZATEZ | Statesman Journal.

>,_§o§, mso& : \35,23%%; Hebei and Western China,

_dating back tothe sixth century B.C., is part of the “Ancient
Bronzes of TheAsian'Grasslands from the Arthur M. Sack-
ler Foundation. :,e%&a.&, %QN@&E m.ox& E:%S: of Art.

~ Romano of the Brooklyn Muse-
um of Art),” she said.

,mEm_
" pieces showing a boar and the
‘shaman scepter and 'wand that
she particularly admires for
. their fineness and Q,mmmgms.

funeral of Romano,

“dent in 2003, and Kawami visit-
ed the Hallie Ford while seeing

- exhibit with a showy pedigree,

~more intimate,
~and educational experiences

- over thehead.”
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Olbrantz said they met at the
a .close
friend who died in a traffic acci-

her mother in McMinnville.
. “Tt’s all because of the human
connection,” she said of the
Salem showing of the bronzes.
" Although this isn’t a flashy

offers a
entertaining

“Ancient Bronzes”

Not valid

¥ or pron

Kawami said. less

“Blockbusters aren’t about
enjoying things,” she said.
“They’re about knocking you

A free color brochure is part
of the exhibit, and a full-color
hardcover book is available.

The museum also will have a
series of two'lectures, a family
workshop and regular free
Tuesday gallery talks during
the noon hour:
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