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WiT&E WINE

Spouted vessel in the form of a bull, 108"
century B.C.E., northern Iran, ceramic with
red paint, 11 1/8 x 14 1/4 x 6 inches, by an
unknown potter. Collection of the Arthur M.
Sackler Foundation.

it and Wine:

(. V A New Look at

Ancient Iranian Ceram-
ics from the Arthur M.
Sackler Foundation is
the first major exhibi-
tion of ancient Iranian
ceramics in over a
decade. Curated by
Trudy S. Kawami, di-
rector of research for
the Arthur M. Sackler
Foundation, the ex-
hibition presents
forty-five spectacular
pieces that illustrate
the 5,000-year ceram-
ic tradition that flour-

ished in ancient Iran
until 100 B.C.E.

Globular jug, first millennium B.C.E.,
northern and northwestern Iran, 6 1/8 x
6 3/8 inches, by an unknown potter.
Collection of the Arthur M. Sackler
Foundation.

Summer 2001

A New ook at Ancient
Iranian Ceramics from

the Arthur M. Sackler
Foundation

Special Exhibitions Gallery Il June 12-August 12,2001

THE BEAUTIFUL, TECHNI-
CALLY SOPHISTICATED, AND
OFTEN-AMUSING CERAMICS
of ancient Iran mark a rich yet little
known tradition that equals the pre-
Columbian, Chinese, and Greek
achievements, establishing ancient
Iranian pottery as the fourth great ce-
ramic tradition of the ancient world.

The jugs, jars, beakers, and
spouted and shaped vessels in the

PENNSTATE

exhibition were used for holding,
pouring, and drinking liquids, espec-
ially wine. Wit and Wine explores
how ancient Iranian potters made
and decorated these vessels with a
high level of craftsmanship and de-
sign and often with a unique sense
of humor. Many pieces are shaped
like animals or painted with animal
motifs, including elegant deer, power-
ful rams, and cranky goats. Other
pieces had specific functions as cos-

metic containers, some vessels were
made to look like metal, and others
are purely sculptural forms.

Wit and Wine was organized
by the Arthur M. Sackler Founda-
tion, New York. Arthur M. Sackler,
M.D. (1913-1987), a research psy-
chiatrist, medical publisher, and
connoisseur and collector of art,
established the Arthur M. Sackler
Foundation in 1965 to make his

continued on back page
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Basquiat,
Miramax 1996

One of the films in the
Palmer Museum’s new
film series “Come as
You Are,” which also
featured American
Movie and Radiohead:
Meeting People Is
Easy.
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Vessel with two feet, early first millennium B.C.E.,
northern Iran, ceramic, 19 x 7 3/4 inches, by an
unknown potter. Collection of the Arthur M.
Sackler Foundation.

PalmerAR |

10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Tuesday  Closed Wednesday, July 4, 2001.
through Saturday

Noon to 4:00 p.m. Sunday

Closed Mondays

www.psu.edu/dept/palmermuseum

This publication is available in alternative media on request.

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities,
admission, and employment without regard to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications
as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of the University to maintain an
academic and work environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits
discrimination and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, national origin,
race, religious creed, sex, sexual orientation, or veteran status. Discrimination or harassment against faculty, staff, or
students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination
policy to the Affirmative Action Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 201 Willard Building, University Park, PA
16802-2801, Tel. 814-865-4700/V, 814-863-1150/TTY. U.Ed. ARC 01-318




